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g I.—Foretan Porrrics. 


The Roenama-t-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 8th Decem- Rossaua-+Moxap- 


: ber says that the credit for bringing about a 

Ry Fy oy oy 14 * union between Shias and Sunnis, which is now 

seen everywhere, chiefly belongs to the Shah and 

the Sultan, who have for a long time past been labouring earnestly for the 

general welfare of Musalmans. In fact, in these days when the Musalmans 

are quité unable to protect their own possessions from Christian encroachment, 
this movement must be looked upon as a good omen. 

A correspondent writing rom Irak in the same paper on the above 
subject says that the Shias of that place entertain a very high opinion of the 
wisdom of the present ruler of Turkey. They even go the length of sayin 
that when the flag indicating a Jehad will be hoisted by the Sultan, Shias wil 
gather round it in larger numbers than any other Musalman sect. The Sultan 
being the protector of the holy shrines of Mecca and Medina, is the head of 
all Musalman sects. 


II. — Hou ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) Police. 


2. A correspondent of the Pratinidhi [Comilla] of the 29th November 
5 . lains that the prostitutes of Akhaura Bazar in 
* so the Tiseems district. the ippera district, not content with patrolling the 
streets at night, are found to roam about, with 
love songs in their mouth, from quarter to quarter in the day time in quest of 
prey. Liquor, too, is making havoc among the young men of the place, both 
Hindu and Musalman. Drunken young men making unsightly scenes in public 
places is not an uncommon occurrence in Akhaura. | 

3. A correspondent. of the Charu Mihir |Mymensingh] of the 2nd 

. Uk ee ae December says that a recrudescence of crime in 

village in the Mymensingh district, Kanihari, a village within the jurisdiction of the 

i Bazar police-station in the Mymensingh 

district, has created a panic among the villagers, There wasa daring dacoity 

in the month of Kartik last in the house of a milkman, and thefts, incendiarism 
and throwing of brickbats have become occurrences of every night. 

4. Another correspondent of the same paper says that a certain mukhtar 

Indiff Sc cee of Jamalpur having conducted some cases against 

case of usul. Pe m 2 Musalman youth of the place, the latter one 

evening attacked the mukhtar with a lathi and 

dealt him a severe blow on the head, from the effect of which he fell senseless 

on the ground. Though the mukhtar indentified the youth as his assailant, and 

1 was at once sent to the thana, the police took no steps in the 
matter. 

5. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad] of the 3rd December says 
that if there be, on the part of the Government, 
a real wish or inclination to reform the police, the 
Police Commission should advise it to act upon the 
lines suggested by Mr. R. C. Dutt and Babus Asutosh Chaudhuri, Asutosh 
Biswas, and Moti Lal Ghosh, paying, at the same time, due regard to the sugges- 
tions made by Messrs, Le Mesurier, Beatson-Bell, Radice and J ustice Prinsep. if 
Governnient sees fit to follow this advice, judicial and executive functions will 
be separated, the pay of both the ordinary and the investigating police will be 
increased, the police will become independent and efficient, crime will be better 
traced, and there will come into existence a detective agency for the whole 
country. An increase of pay, payment from the public exchequer of the 
travelling and other expenses of investigating officers, and freedom from the 
necessity of pleasing and gratifying superior officers at one’s Own expense, b 
certainly induce educated men of good family to enter the police service, an 
police reform will be an accomplished fact. a i 

6. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patriſta [Calcutta] of the 3r 
| December says that the Police Commission, the 
police, and the people stand in the relation 5 
judge, defendant and complainant respectively 
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to each other. The Commission should therefore hear both the police and the 
ple. Police officers cannot surely be expected to confess their own faults, 
But it is a matter of great wonder that police officers form a majority of the 
witnesses examined by the Commission. Even men like Mr. Reily of Noakhali 
fame und Mr. Bonham-Carter of Mymensingh notoriety have been examined 
by it. What is the use of 5 the Commission’s time in this manner? 
7. The Jyoti Chittagong] of the 4th December says that when an enquiry 
1 was ordered into the allegations of that paper 
5 bg Me rep 5 a regarding the condition of the steamer Hawk belong- 
ing to Messers, David and Company, of Chittagong, 
Babu Pyarilal Niyogi, the Police-Inspector of Chittagong, reported them to -be 
false. But after personal enquiry the Magistrate of the place reported—“ the 
statements of the newspaper Jyoti are true to the letter.” Again, Pyari Babu 
reported the bribery case between the Kalus of Firingibazar and the constables 
of the Basirhat beat as false. It was, however, proved to be true by the 
enquiries of Lalit Babu, the local Deputy Magistrate. The District Judge 
described the matter as ‘‘ open lawlessness on the part of the Ss What steps 
will be taken after this characterisation by the District Judge is not known. 
An enquiry should be held as to whether police oppression bas increased or 
decreased under Pyari Babu. It is remoured that Pyari Babu will be rewarded 
by being transferred to Calcutta. It is a curious sight to see a police officer 


defending oppressors on the one hand and reteiving rewards from his superiors 


on the other. What do 1 think when they see all this? 

8. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th December has received a letter 
from Kusalia in the Khulna district, signed by a 
large number of men, which says that one Abbaya 
Charan Mandal of that village having died of 
jackal bite on the 14th November last, a relative of his named Raj Krishna 
fandal lodged information at the thana the following morning. The police 
oficer of the thana ordered Raj Krishna to fetch a palki, which he did, 
and waited for the Sub-Inspeéctor till evening. At that late hour he was 
ordered to send away thé conveyance, and the Sub-Inspector went to Kusalia 
on foot. It is needless to say that the palki-hire,two rupees, for mere detention 
had to be paid by Raj Krishna. Immediately after his arrivol at the house of 
the deceased at Kusalia, the Sub-Inspector began, for some unknown reason, to 
beat Janardan, brother of the deceased. After this, the Sub-Inspector went 
to the house of Gobardhan Bairagi. Here he was met by a number of villagers 
accompanied by Janardan, and on marks of beating being shown on the person 
of the latter, the Sub-Inspector had no alternative but to admit that he had 
beaten the man. : — 

The Sub-Inspector is also said to receive illegal gratification. 

I be letter also says that Najim Dhali of Dakshin Sriper in the same 
district lost a cow and lodged information at the thana. A few months later 
the cow came back to his house of itself and Najim informed the police of this 
fact also. A few months after this one 1 Mandal of Sankarbati 


Two Zub-Inspeetors of the 
Khulna police. 


complained to the police that Najim Dhali had stolen his cow. The Police 
Sub-Inspector of the place came on an investigation and tied Najim. After 


taking the evidence of both parties as to the appearance of the cow, the 


Sub-Inspector released Najim but took the cow away to the thana and kept it 


there. Subsequently, the Subdivisional Officer of Basirhat tried the case and 

ordering the cow to be given back to the party from whom it was taken, told 

the aggrieved party to seek for redress of his wrong in the Civil Court. 

Najim went to the thana more than once to get his cow back, but it was not 

“he to him. It is said that the Sub-Inspector made the animal over to 
railokya, who managed to be in his good graces. 

9. The Rangalaya [Calcutta] of the 6th December fully supports Mr. 
Radice’s proposal of constructing a police board 
and leaving the police work in the hands of tte 
| | public under official control, because it is impos- 
sible to govern a country well without effecting a conjunction of the ruling 
power with the power of the community which is governed. The rulers of a 
country are not 80 much interested as its people in the maintenance of peace 
im it. The principal business of the rulers in to collect taxes, and if these are 


Mr. Radice's evidence before the 
Police Commission. 
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forthcoming they do not care much for the good administration of the 
country. Cannot the English, if they desire it, suppress the violent crimes of 
rape, murder, &c., which have become go rife in the Mymensingh, Backergunge 
and other districts during the last decade? But police servants are interested 
in the recurrence of suc crimes. They bring remuneration, promotion and 

reputation to police officers. It is even rumoured that expert police officers 
have thieves and dacoits in their pay, and whenever they find that big crimes 
are not occurring as often as could wished within their jurisdictions, the ) 

employ these men to commit crimes. As soon as crimes are committed, r 

ing to pre- arranged plans, the police officers are in a hurry tracing them. After 

some effort the culprits are traced, placed under trial, and punished. Finally, 

the police officers’ names fill the country and they are rewarded with promo- 

tions in their service. Many police officers have been heard to say that frequent 

occurrence of crimes brings them money in many ways. If Mr. Radice’s 

proposal is accepted, there will be an effective check over this practice of police 

officers, and peace will be really maintained in the country. But two questions 

aro to be considered in this connection. First, whether Government can accept 

the proposal. Its acceptance would mean a voluntary relegation of some of 

the Government's powers to the people of the country and putting implicit faith 

in the latter. If, on the other hand, Government leaves it to the peo le only 

to opprees, itself posing as a saint, it will in the long run be — The 

second question is whether in the present social condition of India, in which 

people are gradually losing unity and energy and becoming more and more selfish, 

they can safely be trusted with the powers of the police. Members of a Police 

Board may themselves oppress the people in order to serve their selfish ends. 

At first, however, they may be very oppressive. But gradually the system will 

bear fruit and will be beneficial both to the Government and to the people. 

The writer says all this because Government has had to withdraw the privilege 
of self-government after having conferred it on the people. Thanks are due 
to Mr. Radice for the wisdom and large heartedness which he has shown in 
giving his evidence. 

10. The Navayug [Calcutta] of the 6th December says that those people 

ae es a who carry on ao trade in toddy in * Haltu 
„ Unter 4 ocay in u village village in the 24-Parganas district (tc rt on 
RV Native Papers of the 8th November 1902, — 
8) regularly bribe the village chaukidars. So that when an Excise Sub- 
Inspector visits the village, these chaukidars shield the toddy-sellers instead of 
exposing them. The toddy-sellers never keep their toddy in their own houses, 
but keep them in neighbouring jungles, in the houses of other people, or on the 
banks of tanks. In order to throw dust in the eyes of excise officers, Haran, 
Sivalal and some other toddy-sellers have taken license for a retail toddy shop 
in the village. But, as a matter of fact, they sell the liquor in their own houses. 
A striet enquiry should be instituted into the matter, and the authorities con; 
cerned should see how so many inhabitants of a single village contrive to get 
licenses. | 

11. The same paper has the following :— 

Every European examined by the Police Com- 
Race-feeling in the Police Com- mission has recommended that Europeans should 
m be appointed to the highest offices in the police 
service without, however, assigning any reason for this recommendation. Mr. 
Beatson-Bell, however, qualified his recommendation by saying that the 
Europeans who will be so appointed should be selected from among the candi- 
dates who will prove unsuccessful in the Civil Service Examination, and that 
they should be required to pass an examination in the vernacular language. 

Of the present District Superintendents of Police in the Presidency of 
Bengal all but three are Europeans, whereas the Assistant Superintendents are 
Europeans without a single exception. If, therefore, the appointment of 
Europeans to the highest. offices in the police service had been a sufficient 
guarantee for the purity and efficiency of that service, there would have been no 
need of this Commission. But then it may be objected that the present race of 
European police officers are uneducated or half educated relations of Civilians, 
and that these men become mere puppets in the hands of their native subordi- 


nates. This is true. 
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body mustadmit that a thorough knowledge of the vernaculars of the 
. an Iindizpensable qualification in the Nea of the district police. 
But everybody knows what sort of proficiency in the vernacular language is 
acquired even by those European officers who enjoy the re utation of bein 
very good Bengali scholars. Mr. Roe, Magistrate of Rajshahi, obtained a 
reward of Rs. 1,000 for high 3 in Bengali, and he is not a little 

roud of his Bengali scholarship. . Beatson-Bell cannot certainly have 
forgotten so soon how ridiculous this Mr. Roe made himself by summoning 
feafaa (for 2 Mr. Beatson-Bell himself has, we believe, passed an 
examination in the Bengali language. But can he deny that his knowledge of 
Bengali is not a quarter so perfect as it should be for a satisfactory discharge of 
his official duties ? 3 

There are many European Sergeants in Calcutta who receive salaries of 
Rs. 60 to Rs. 70 for doing work which is done by paharawallas receiving a pay of 
Rs, 7 or 8. Many of these men rise to be Inspectors and even Superintendents. 
But those among them who rise so high can do nothing without the help of 
their native subordinates, Instances of the inefficiency of the European police 
might be indefinitely multiplied. 3 

Mr, Rankin, Magistrate of Dacca, said in his evidence before the Commis- 
sion that the present condition of the police in Bengal is not unsatisfactory. 
A declaration like this in the face of the disclosures made only the other da 
in connection with the conduct of the Noakhali police and that of the Assistant 
Superintendent of the Chapra police proves the blindest race partiality. 

It is the public belief that the Commission will derive much light from the 
note containing answers to its questions which has been submitted by Babu 
Matilal Ghosh, Editor of the Amrita Bazar Patrika. The Commission could 
have obtained much valuable information from him if they had summoned him 
to give evidence before them orally. The Commissions’s omission to do so is an 
oversight which will not be condoned by the public. That is why we are 


itself from race partiality. | 

12. The Mistabhasi [Calcutta] of the 6th December says that everybody 
will endorse the best part of the evidence which 
was given by Sir Henry Prinsep before the Police 
Commission. Sir Henry’s long experience in the 
judicial line has made him well acquainted with the working of the police in 
many of its branches, and what he said about the treatment the people daily 
receive at the hands of the police and the light in which the latter is looked 
upon by the former is true to the letter. The scheme of police reform 
suggested by Mr. R. C. Dutt was also extremely sound and reasonable. 

13. The Basumati Calcutta] of the 6th December draws attention to 
the prevalence of theft and dacoity in Kaybagan 
and other places in Budge-Budge town in the 
| 24-Parganas district. The crimes are said to be 
committed by wicked youths of respectable families who {cannot earn a 
livelihood by honest means. The panic created in the minds of the residents is 
so great that they do not venture to take any steps against the badmashes. 
Kaybagan is seven miles from the nearest police-station, and the police is doing 
nothing in the matter. 

14. The Pralivasi [ soles of the 8th December has the following :— 


he only way of reforming the police is to 
) relieve the police Inspectors of a portion of their 
heavy duties and to entrust it to respectable villagers. Every district should 
be divided into a suitable number of sub-districts, and in each such sub-district, 
a respectable and conscientious villager should be appointed as an Honorary 
Inspector. But as power is always liable to be abused, the greatest care will 
have to be taken in the selection of these Honorary Inspectors. It will not do 
to select them in the way in which Government now-a-days selects men for 
Honorary Magistrateship or for honors and distinctions. The higher officers 
must come into frequent contact with the residents of their districts and then 
prepare lists of the influential residents. Honorary Inspectorships should be 
conferred only on those whose names are included in the list, and who are by 


The evidence of two witnesses 
before the Police Commission. 


Crime in Budge-Budge, in the 
24-Parganas districts. 
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education and circumstances fitted for the office, District Magistrates should 


ron to say that even the Police Commission has not been ablo to free 
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be instructed to treat those Inspectors with res because a respectful 
treatment of men entrusted with responsible duties by calculated to augment 
their sense of self-respect. At present the practice in regard to assessors and 
panchayets is to invite them to carry out Government’s orders. But if this 
practice is altered, and assessors, 3 and the proposed Inspectors are 
made to feel that they are the helpmates of the Judicial and Executive officers, 
respectable men will not shun these offices. The electiv, system will not 
secure the best Honorary Inspectors, as it has already failed to secure to the 
municipalities the best Commissioners and to the Calcutta University the best 
Fellows. : 

Placed under such Honorary Inspectors, police constables will find a check 
placed upon their career of oppression. | 

If Government does not show itself slow to bestow honours on such 
Honorary Inspectors, and Magistrates treat them as their equals and compe- 
tent officers of Government render them all the help they require in the 
discharge of their duties, there will be no lack of really good men for the 
offices. | 


15. The same paper draws the attention of the Calcutta Police to an 

5 English Christian lady who, since the time of the 

A Christian missionary lady in last Durga Puja, has been regularly making her 
a Hindu bathing ghat. ö . y g. 

. rh in the portion of the Howrah Bridge 
bathing ghat in Calcutta which has been set apart forthe religious worship of 
Hindu women, The lady preaches to the Hindu women in the ghat about the 
uselessness of bathing in the Ganges as a means of securing spiritual merit, 
and on similar subjects. When distributing her tracts, she also touches the 
persons of the Hindu women, although the latter consider it a pollution to be 
touched by a Christian, and thereby interferes with the performance of their 
religious rites at the ghat. The attention of the police constable on duty at 
the ghat was drawn to her, but he said that he had orders from the Burra Saheb 
of the Port Commissioners not to prohibit her entrance into the enclosure in 
question. | | 

Ala Ram was punished for showing hostility to other religions than his 
own, but no one, native or foreigner, is coming forward to prevent this 
European lady from wounding the religious susceptibilities of E indu ladies 
and interfering with their religious performances. 


(0 — Working of the Courts. 


16. A Patuakhali correspondent of the Barisal Hitawshs 4 of the 

8rd December complains that Babu Chandi Charan 

12238 Magistrate of Chatter} i, Deputy Magistrate of the place, com- 

mences judicial work late in the afternoon and 

holds his Court till a late hour in the night He keeps everybody connected 

with the cases fixed for a day waiting till the rising of the Court, although 

he might have informed the parties to such of the cases as he knew for certain 

could not be heard on that day to that effect and of the dates to which their 

cases were postp ned and dismissed them earlier. He is in the habit of abusing 

the amla, mukhtars and others also, He is under the impression and says in 

open Court that most mukhtars cause false cases to be instituted. The 

iy a Patuakhali would be much relieved if, as is reported, he intends to 
go on leave. = 1 


17. The Khulna [Khulna] of the 4th December contains an article highly 
828 82 5 Mr. po 8 and — 
one Le, ne District and de. Judge of Jessore an na. He is not one o 
c ens hakims who consider it their duty to frown 
upon their amia, to converse with them as little as possible, and in a peremp- 
torily commanding tone, to fine them, to reject their applications for sick leave, 
and not “to allow them to leave the station” during holidays. Mr. Lee saw 
that his peshkar was being over-worked, and he therefore pressed him to apply 
for an increase of pay, and when the application was submitted he forwar 
it to superior authority with his recommendation. He has also er 
from his own pocket one hundred rupees in aid of the expenses to be ineurr b 
by the peshkar on account of his approaching visit to Puri for the benefit o 
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his health. Mr. Lee is truly a model official who looks to the well-being of 
his subordinates, and treats them as members of his own family. His example 
ought to be followed by all native hakims. It is perfectly easy for a hakim to 
abuse people and to fine or imprison them without reason or for trifling 
reasons, but to be able like Mr. Lee to earn their blessings is something ver 
difficult. Mr. Lee has become famous for his courtesy and kindness to the 
4 | | | 
i 18. The Sanjivant a of the 4th December has the following :— 
3 8 i avibux, a Punjabi Musalman and painter in 
Sbillong done in a case in the residence of the Chief Commissioner of Assam 
: in Shillong, complained to Mr. Herbert, the 
Deputy Commissioner of the Khasia and Jayanti Hills in Assam, that on 
the 7th September last, when he, oar. we by a friend named Alladad, had 
visited Mr. Garth, the Supervisor of Public Works in Assam, on some matter 
of business, the latter had conducted them to his sleeping apartment and 
beaten them severely. The alleged ground for the assault was that Mr. Garth 
suspected Navibux of having circulated a story that he had taken bribes from 
the complainant, and that Alladad on being asked by Mr. Garth to give him 
a writing on behalf of Navibu to the effect that Navibux had given him no 
bribes, refused to comply with his desire, Mr. Bell, a friend of Mr. Garth’s, 
was said to have been a witness of the assault. 

Meher Ali, a witness for the prosecution, deposed that he had seen 
Mr. Garth slapping Navibux two or three times on his cheek, and then 
dragging him into the bungalow. Mr, Joseph, a Madrasi Christian, deposed 
that * had heard some noise coming from within Mr. Garth's bungalow, and 
had asked aà police constable about its cause. The constable referred to by 
Mr. Joseph said that when he saw the two Punjabis near a church they were 
crying, and that he had seen marks of blood on their faces and turbans, ‘The 
Sub-Inspector of the local thana deposed that Navibux had shown him marks 
of blood on his coat and turban, that there were marks on his beard which 
looked like marks of blood, that the complainant had shown him a broken 
tooth, that Alladad had told him that Mr, Garth had beaten him with the 
butt end of his gun, and that slight wounds were visible on Alladad’s left 
eye and left thigh. On being asked why his diary did not contain any 
mention of the marks of blood which he had seen on Navibux’s person, the 
Sub-Inspector said that he had forgotten to put the point in the i The 
Local Civil Surgeon said that the tooth which the complainant —1 shown 
had fallen only a short time before, and that a blow might have uprooted 
it. The accused, Mr. Garth, said that when he and Mr. Bell entered the 
house, Navibux was going away, followed by Alladad; that he caught Alladad's 
hand and asked him to come in as he wished to ask him a question; that at 
that time Alladad's turban having fallen to the ground, was taken up by 
Navibux, who then ran away with it, and that at his request Mr. Bell called 
Navibux and Navibux came in. Mr. Bell said that Mr. Garth had asked the 
painter to come in, but seeing that they (Navibux and Alladad) were 
advancing one or two steps and then receding, he caught hold of the painter's 
friend and took him in in order to ask him something, and that Navibux then 
followed them. In delivering judgment on the case on the 25th September 
last, Mr. Herbert said that he had inquired into the case and had marked 
serious discrepancies in the evidence of the complainant and his witnesses, 
and that having compared these discrepancies with the evidence for the 
defence, he was convinced that the case was false. He also said that the 
complainant would be prosecuted under section 211 of the Penal Code for 
having brought a false case, and both he and Alladad would be prosecuted 
under section 193 of the Penal Code. 

The Judge has not pointed out where the discrepancies in the evidence 
for the prosecution lie. That Mr. Garth took Alladad into his house has been 
proved by the evidence of Meher Ali and the depositions of the accused 
and his friend. That there was a row within the house has been proved by 
the depositions of Messrs. Joseph and Garth and Bell. Where then do the 
discrepuncies lie? Again, the constable and the Sub-Inspector saw marks of 
blood on Navibux’s person and garments, and the constable saw Navibux and 
Alladad weeping. The Civil Surgeon saw the possibility of Navibux’s tooth 
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having been brought down by a blow. Where are the discrepancies then? 
What interest could so many witnesses have on earth in perjuring in favour 
of two poor Punjabis ? | 
Justice is seldom expected in a case between a native and a European, 
and it has been denied to Navibux and Alladad. Their last hope lies in 
Mr. Fuller, the Chief Commissioner of Assam, If he kindly calls for the 
records of the case and disposes of it as he thinks proper after perusing them, 
he will win the gratitude of the country. Judges should always be careful 
in doing justice in all cases between Indians and Europeans, because the 
Indian, though tiny as the ant, may one day turn round upon his oppressors, 
if he is 1 more than lie can bear. 
19. The Ranga laya [Calcutta] of the 6th December says 
me We know the Municipal Magistrate, Babu 
Bin Municipal Magistrate of Priyanath Mukharji, to be a judicial officer 
cutta. ° ° ‘ 
who is wise and learned in the law. We are 
therefore very much pained to see him impose heavy fines for the sake of 
his service. We learn on enquiry that there are on his file about a 
hundred cases every day, and that he has to levy each day a fine of 200 
to 400 rupees, We have heard a pleader of his Court say to a client— 
„Cases will be heard even after nightfall this day, for 200 rupees has not 
been as yet realised to-day.” Is there such a court in any other part of the 
world for the realisation of municipal fines ? 
20. The Nihar [Contai] of the 9th December says that on the Ist 
ae December last, tue Commissioner of the Burdwan 
, T. my ny oh pillage Division, accompanied by the Assistant Magistrate 
of Midnepore, came to Contai on inspection. He 
inspected all the public offices in the town in five days, and charmed every 
body by his candid behaviour and largemindedness. 


21. The Hindu Ranjika Rajshahi] of the 3rd December complains 

a _ that the question paper in Bengali, and especially 

3 n the last question in that paper, and the seventh 

_ question in the arithmetic paper at the last Lower 

Primary examination in the Rajshahi Division, were tco difficult for the 

candidates, The marks allotted to the seventh question in the arithmetic paper 
ought to be distributed among the other questions. 


The paper on sewing in the girls’ examination contained too many 


questions for the time allotted to answer them. | 
22. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th December complains that the 
| andits of the lower and upper primary schools 
Delay in payment of aid to in the Rajshahi district, 2 the sadar, have 
—B yet received their half-yearly aid, which was 
due in September last. As the amount collected 


by each pandit from his pupils in the shape of fees is very small, such 
irr egularity in the payment of aid causes the teachers the greatest hardship. 
T 


23. he Mistubhasi hen, of the 6th December writes as follows — 
e have informed the reader in our last issue 
Selection and announcement of how Mr. Pedler has at last appointed a number of 


* books never heard of before as text-books for the 


vernacular schools. None but those who have had to read these books will 
be able to form any idea of the fantastic and outlandish shape which the 
Bengali language has been made to wear in these books prepared by 
English publishing firms. It will, however, be easy for the reader to 
imagine the inconvenience which many will have to suffer from such a 
selection of text-books. ird and fifth 

The Director has appointed text-books only for the first, third and fi! A 
classes of the vernacular schools. It is for the Inspectors of Schools to appoin 
text-books for the other classes, It is December and 
showing no signs of activity. Nor is there any 
So far as we can judge from the present st 
that the text: books will be appointed before January. 


te of things, it does not appear 
Sans When the Inspectors 


yet these officers are 
knowing when the will wake up. 
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ä e their part, it will be for authors and book-sellers to perform theirs 
r whole business will not be over before March next. Be that as it 
may, we request the authorities to publish the lists of text · books without delay. 
Let them once reflect on the inconvenience which is being caused to so many 
students and teachers by their lethargy. | | : ee 

We fail also to appreciate the merit of Mr, Pedler’s policy of selecting 
different text-books for the different Divisions. It need hardly be said that the 
appointment of only one set of text-books for all Bengal will tend to bring 
5 Aa a unification of its people. Mr. Pedler's selection of text-books is proof 
enough that he is averse to such unification. The absence of absolute 
uniformity in the language read in schools all over Bengal will not only 
retard the development of the language, but also prevent unification and emula- 
tion among the Bengalis residing in the different Divisions of the Province. 
We earnestly request Mr. Pedler not to wound public feeling by departing 
from Sir Alfred Croft’s carefully formed educational 8 | 

24. The Rangalaya [Calcutta] of the 6th December has the following :— 

In reviewing Pandit Hara Prasad Sastri’s 
‘‘Meghdut,” we had occasion to make certain in- 
direct re flections on Government, inasmuch as rely- 
ing on the judgment of others Government had laid itself open to the charge 
of senile imbecility, Who was it that, with a flourish of trumpets, proclaimed 
„ Meghdut” obscene? What superior personage is it who has spread the 
offensive smell of this obscenity by writing letters to his friends in different 
places and offering encouragement to timid editors of newspapers? What 
estimable man was it who attempted to brand Meghdut“ by writing para- 
graphs in an English weekly paper? Does Government know that a certain 
Meghnath (the demon warrior of Lanka who fought with Ram, concealing 
himself behind clouds) is trying to wound the Sastri by the arrow of obscenity, 
keeping himself hidden behind clouds? The Sastri, it is true, has, as an act 
of gentlemanliness, withdrawn his Meghdut from circulation, but Government 
ought to know that the Principal of the Calcutta Sanskrit College may be 
trusted to possess a sense of the importance of his -official position and a 
knowledge of the meaning of Kalidas’s ‘‘ Meghdut.” It will be therefore 
well to authorise the re-publication of the Sastri’s ‘‘Meghdut.” The fact is, 
we have ourselves to thank for what has happened in this matter. Really, 
Government is in no way to blame for it. 

25. Referring to the rumoured appointment of Mr. Hallward, Inspector 

Two rumoured transfers in the of the Rajshahi Division, to the Principalship of 
Raucation Departinent. the Dacca College and of Mr. Hari Nath De, Senior 
Professor of English Literature in the Dacca College, 

to the Inspectorship to be vacated by Mr. Hallward, the Prativasi [Calcutta] 
of the 8th December expresses pleasure at Mr. Hallward’s reversion to a 
Professor’s work, but regrets Mr. Hari Nath’s transfer to the inspecting line. 
The writer also regrets that the attention of the authorities has not yet been 
directed to the paucity of good Professors in a model college like the Presi- 
dency College. While the Universities Commission has been taking the 
Indian graduates to task for their bad English, no other institution than the 
Presidency College has been suffering from a lack of good Professors of 
English literature. Boys would not but for Mr. Percival alone come to the 
Presidency College to learn English. But Mr. Percival’s health is failing. 
Would it not, under the circumstances, be better to appoint Mr. De to the 
Presidency College than to employ him on inspection work? = _— 


Pandit Hara Prasad Sastri's 
„Meghdut.“ 


(e Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


26, The Khulna [Khulna } of F 50 ee says that cholera has 
appeared in Khulna town and a few deaths have 

en a 8 occurred, But the authorities of the local Munici- 
pality show great indifference in the matter of the health of the town. It 
does not appear that they have taken any notice of the appearance of cholera, 
else extremely unwholesome sweetmeats could not yet sell in the bazar. 
Nothing is done to prevent adulteration of milk. People freely use river- 
water. There are many places in the town in which clusters of houses have 
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been raised on such small plots of land that they cannot fail to be extremely 
unhealthy. But the e aaa does not appear to look to this. Rates are 
realised. with the utmost rigour, but the town is kept in an unhealthy condition 
and in many places refuse is not removed for a whole year. The Chairman 
of the Municipality does not seem to notice it when he passes by these places. 
It is hoped that in this time of cholera at least he will ie his best to keep the 
town in a sanitary condition, and the writer promises to help him in the 
work, : : , 
27. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar ¶ Calcutta] of the 5th Dec- 
ee pee ren ember complains that though he had been admitted 
e as a room patient in the Medical College Hospital 
on the 8th November last, being allowed the use of 
Room No, 255, and had paid his dues in advance, he was, after eleven days, 
compelled to vacate the room in order to make accommodation for a sick officer 
of the hospital. He was, it is true, refunded a portion of the money he had 
advanced, but the removal entailed on him the greatest hardship. 
The editor condemns the treatment to which the patient was thus sub- 
jected, and hopes that such a thing will not again happen. | 


(9 Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


28. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 30th October does not agree with 
Raja Peary Mohan Mukharji that in Bengal tanks 
and wells are better suited for irrigation purposes 
than canals, Ridden by malaria asthe province already is, canals will not 
make matters worse. In Lower Bengal, where the country is liable to floods 


Tanks or canals P 


in the rainy season, tanks and wells will more readily silt up than canals, and 


in parts of the province not liable to floods, tanks and wells will fail to supply 
sufficient water for irrigation purposes in years of drought, 

29. The Manbhum Furulis of the 2nd December says that considering 

.. the nature of the soil and the customs and cir- 

ee eee ne gistriet 8 n in «cumstances of the peasantry, tanks and wells would 


be the best means of irrigation in the Manbhum 


district. In Manbhum the best part of the > a ang wee land is high land 
ul 


and is cultivated with paddy. Such land wo 
by wells, according to local conditions. 
30. A correspondent of the Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 5th December 
8 fails to see what has necessitated a re. survey of 
in the Rajshahi distriet. the bee! in Beel Chalan in the Rajshahi district. 
A survey of the bee} was completed in June last, 
and the raiyats, who have been in extreme distress for want of a drainage 
canal, were reassured to hear that the excavation of a canal would be com- 


be best served by tanks or 


menced by the end of the current year. But now it is reported that the work 


will not commence even during the coming year. 

The best route for the canal would be from Kundail to Matiadaha, and 
it would not be difficult to prepare an estimate from the plans which have 
been already drawn up and to commence the work in January next. The 
correspondent does not know on whose objection or representation the work 
has been postponed, A canul has become so great and urgent a necessity in 
Beel Chalan that the raiyats would not be 1 to pay a rent of even ten 
rupees per bigah after the excavation of a canal, and would, indeed, pay their 
rent with alacrity. A canal from Kundail would be extremely advantageous 
to boat traffic, and if Government realises a tol] on all boats passing through 
the canal, it would make a good income, | 

It is said that a committee has been appointed to carry out the canal 
scheme, If so, the wonder is that no representative of the raiyats, who by 
their persistent cries have induced the authorities to frame the scheme, has 
been appointed to it. One or two of the signatories to the petition which was 
submitted to Government ought to be placed on the committee. 4 

The editor considers the request of the correspondent reasonable, 2 
much as it is the raiyats alone who possess a thorough knowledge of the 3, 
and by appointing, at least, one such raiyat as a member of the committee, 
Government would secure ali the information it wants. The delay in carrying 
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the scheme into effect cannot also be commended. It does not spesk well for 
the authorities that, in spite of the distress pervailing for want of a canal, 
they are not acting with promptitude in the matter. : 

31. The Prativasi {Calcutta} of the 8th December draws the attention of 

| the Calcutta Tramways Company to the hard lot 
na conductors in of their conductors, The men have to begin work 
f at three in the morning and do not get their day’s 
leave till 1-30 a.m. the following morning, and during so many hours 
they are not allowed time even to take their meals. The remuneration 
allowed to them is also too small to enable even one man to live in comfort. 
The men are not allowed at present to use native wrappers in this winter time, 
but are required to get ulster coats for their winter wear. This is extremely 
harsh for men who 1 not earn more than fifteen rupees a month, It is not 
proper for a European Company to treat its servants in the way in which the 
Tramway Company treat their conductors. 

32. The Nihar [Contai| of the 9th December says that formerly the 
Bagda river in the Midnapore district used to drain 
off the surplus water of the neighbouring matijas. 
Subsequently the lands by its sides having become 
higher, the Balighai Drainage Canal was excavated in order to carry the water 
to it, As the breadth of this canal is much less than that of the river, it takes 
greater time to drain off the water then the latter did. When water from high 
lands falls incessantly in the canal, its pressure prevents the water of low 
lands from entering it. Sometimes water from high lands even enters these 
low lands. The canal has moreover silted up owing to its being allowed to 
remain open both in flow and ebb tides. Although it has been dredged, yet the 
dredging has been insufficient and the expenditure has been enormous. If a 
lock- gate is constructed at the mouth of the canal and is closed at the time of 
flow tide, any further silting up of it will be prevented. In its present 
condition the canal is unnavigable to boats except in flow tide and unable to 
carry all the waters of the mawas which it formerly used to drain. 

The Khanar 4a within the Banminabarh maja is nearly 70 feet wide. 
But Government closed its mouth and constructed a gate at the mouth of a 
cutting which the local fisherman had made from its side for fishing purposes. 
The width of this gate is not more than seven and a half feet. Last year this 
gate gave way to the force of water. The authorities should see whether the 
bottom of the Aha“ ut its mouth has not become higher than the level of the 
place which it is intended to drain, and whether the bed of the canal is not 
now sloping from the south to the north. The mouth of the canal being 
silted up, the making of the gate level with its mouth will not allow the 
water of the south to be drained by the canal. Again, it is impossible for a 
nurrow gate to properly carry the water which descends by a khal 70 feet 


wide. Considering all this, the authorities should increase the breadth of the 
gate and lower its level. 


Drainage canals in the Midna- 
pore district. 


(h)— General. 


33. The Sri Sri Vishnu AP e ee Bazar Patrika Calcutta) at 
. . 8rd December says that a searching enquiry shou 

Pi de e plague inoculation % instituted into the Malkwal a Bases, rn Bc wee 

disaster. It is hoped that Government will act in 

an unbiassed spirit in the matter, The sooner the imported plague doctors 

are packed back home the better. Draining of wealth from this poor country 

is the principal cause of the spread of the plague in it, Poverty gives rise 
to many diseases. : 


34. The Jyott [Chittagong] of the 4th December says :— 


The Inspector of Forests in the 


Chittagong Division. gong Division, is a good and able man. He is 


expected to introduce necessary reforms in his 
department. But his subordinates keep him in the dark about the real state 
of things there. Formerly there were two highly-paid responsible officers under 


the Divisional Forest Office, the Deputy Conservator of Forests and the 
Inspector of Forests, and both these officers used to be Europeans. But 


Mr. Heinig has abolished the post of Deputy Conservator and appointed one 


nene 


Mr. Heinig, the Forest Officer of the Chitta- i 
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Gopal Chandra Bhaumik, a Ranger receiving a salary of Rs. 50, as the 
Inspector. The record of Gopal Babu’s service is not a clean one, and he was 
not transferred from Cuttack to Chittagong without reason. Inspectors of 
Forests should be highly paid and should possess unimpeachable honesty, 
because their work is to prevent theft among foresters But in most cases the 
Inspectors themselves become abettors of and parties to the thefts committed 
by their subordinates. Is Mr. Heinig satisfied with Gopal Babu’s work? 
The manner in which the latter makes inspections and writes inspection 


reports gives rise to grave suspicions. If he can detect any fault in a forester - 


he does not mention the fact in plain terms in his inspection reports, but puts 
it in such an equivocal form as may enable him to give it a different 
meaning if necessary. By this practice he intends to keep the foresters in 
fear of him instead of doing them any harm. It is capable of being proved 
that he once asked bribes from a forester. The work of transferring foresters 
from one place to another is also in Gopal Babu’s hand. Some foresters are 
spending years in their respective stations whilst some others are being 
incessantly driven from one station to another, from the Government Reserve to 
dangerous jungles. These scandals require early attention. 
35. Referring to the Malkwal plague inoculation disaster, the Suma; 
— tesiaiainn [Calcutta] of the 5th December says :— 
0 Government admits that it knew that the 
serum was poisonous but the order to stop inocu- 
lation with it was published too late to prevent the disaster. Government is 
therefore to blame in this matter. The plague doctors also, who used it 
without having seen whether it was pure or not, are not free from blame, Had 
it not been India, the authorities would have been taken to task for it. It is 
a consolation that Government has promised to help the families of those who 
were its victims, but help should be given not from the public treasury but 
from the private funds of those thréugh whose fault the disaster occurred. 
And if, after this, people refuse to be inoculated with the plague serum no 
one will be able to blame them. | : 
36. The Rangalaya [Calcutta] of the 6th December has the following :— 
N The Translator, Babu Chunder Nath Bose, 
e receives a handsome salary for transluting into 
English the contents of the Bengali newspapers 
published in Bengal and submitting the translation for Government’s perusal. 
He has some educated assistants working under him. Articles, notes and 
commentsfrom all of our papers are every week translated into English and the 
translations are sent to the European officials of Government. A few lucky edi- 
tors like those of the Englishman, the Pioneer, and other Anglo-Indian papers are 
also supplied with these translations every week. The only people that do not 
get them are ourselves. In what sense auy particular statement of ours is taken 
by Government, in what garb any particular idea of ours is clothed and placed 
before the eye of Government is what we have no means of knowing at all. 
There is also something funny about this matter. All articles or comments 
which contain any satirical or sarcastic reference to Government, or ory sharp 
and pungent criticism of any of its acts, are sure to be translated into English, 
while there is no hard and fast rule requiring a translation into that language of 
writings containing Government’s praise or defence. If Babu Chunder Nath 1s 
kind enough to mark passages containing such praise or defence with a red and 
blue pencil, then there is some livelihood of their being rendered into English. 
The result of this curious arrangement is that Government is kept informed of 
only what we write by way of disparagement or condemnation and not of 
what we say by way of praise. Babu Chunder Nath is also in the habit of 
translating an article in a mutilated form with its head and tail cut off, and not 
unoften places before the authorities only the bad portions leaving out the good. 
The fact is Babu Chunder Nath is, in this matter, our absolute master, there 
being nobody to overrule him or point out his mistakes and omissions. He is 
free to call water milk and milk water. And yet it is on the strength of his 
statements and thanks to his skilled workmanship that we are made to appear 
in the eye of our European masters as rebels and ba/masies. But they cannot 
know that in trying to make an image of the God Siva Babu Chunder Nath 
occasionally makes an image of a monkey. 7 


SaMAY, 
Dec. 5th, 1902, 


RANGALAYA 
Dec. 6th, 1902, 
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There is some reason for saying all this. There would have been no neces- 
sity of our saying 80 much if Babu Chunder Nath had been an im partial, 
unselfish and inoffensive person and had conducted himself in the way in 
which Government officials ought to conduct themselves. But he is a writer, 
an author, a member of Sabhas and Purisads, a critic and reformer of soci 
and a maker of schoo) books, and is therefore one who is almost a member of 
the same family with ourselves. We have all of us to review his books, articles, 
speeches, and school-books, He is very careful to see that favourable criti- 


- cisms of his productions are published in the newspapers, and gets not a little 


angry if he sees any adverse criticism. .We incurred his displeasure by publish- 
ing an unfavourable criticism of his “ Savitri Tatwa.“ The editor of the 
Hitavadi became an eyesore to Babu Chunder Nath by geome the funeral 
obsequies of his Nutan Path,” and the Bangavuss excited his anger by 
ointing out the demerits of his Hindutwa.”’ Babu Chunder Nath is in the 

abit of visiting particular editurs at their houses or lodgings. He formerly 
used to come to our lodgings, but after the publication of the review of 
Savitri Tattwa and of the defence of Pandit Hara Prasad Sastri’s ‘‘ Megh- 
dut” in this paper, he has ceased to use even the footpath adjoining our 
quarters. He occasionally visits the Bangavast house and honours the office 
of the Sanjivani, the Amrita Bazar Putrika, and the Indian Naton with his 
presence. Of course, from the standpoint of courtesy and social etiquette 
nuch conduct is praiseworthy, but considering the post that he holds it 
behoves him to remain impartial and free from individual bias. Such frequent 
visits and close intimacy cannot but cause him to be mixed up in daladali, and, 
as a matter of fact, he has got mixed up in daladali. We believe, the result 
of all this is that his acts are lacking in impartiality. Why should he, who 
is our ! Press Commissioner, whose reports prove beneficial or injurious to 
us according as they are favourable or adverse, take up the cause of particular 
individuals and indulge in special pleading? Why should he go about from 
door to door for the purpose of showing that Meghdut” is an obscene 
publication? About six months ago, we were able, with the assistance of a 
entleman, to get hold of an English translation of certain extracts from a few 
— newspapers of Calcutta, and found that the extracts had been made 
from the Bangavasi, the Hitavadi, the Basumati, the Rangalaya, and many 
other papers. As it so happened that copies of the Bangavasi and the Hitavadi 
were with us at the time, we compared the English translations with their 
corresponding original extracts from those papers, and came to the conclusion 
that the rendering was wrong. Both the Bangavasi and the Hitavadi had been 
given a different form in English from what they had in Bengali. It is 
probable for such errors to be almost always committed, and yet Government 
sees us with the aid of tranlations like these which abound in mistakes and 
inaccuracies. This is dust in the eyes of Government. Will this dust never 
be removed ? 

We have many things to say regarding the conduct of Babu Chander 
Nath Bose which we shall say A2 and gradually. We shall be thankful 
if Government pays a little attention to this matter, and shall be glad if our 
large-sized contemporaries raise a slight agitation over it. ‘They ought to 
know that they are standing on treacherous sands and conducting newspapers 
in the face of imminent danger. Will Babu Chunder Nath translate this 
article of ours into English ? | 


1V.—NatIveE STATES, 


37. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 4th December quotes a paragraph 


Soe takin ot Ge Gees em 3 Hitaishi in which the following 
successi0n question. N 


Tippera succession question in favour of the Maharaja. The great commotion 
in Agartala has at last been set at rest. We are always in favour of the direct 
succession of the eldest son, and we are happy to see this principle adopted 
in the Tippera State. Lord Curzon has done an inestimable good to the 
State by declining to interfere with the independence of its ruler. A decision 
of the case in favour of the Bara Thakur would have thrown the State into 


violeut internal dissensions. 


q 


| 
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88. Referring to Lord Curzon’s recent speech in Bikanir, the Rangalaya RAaNGaLaya, 
| Nowra of the 6th December writes as fol- Des. 6th, 1902. 
A new 1 f 4 Sunes: SP W ilows:— | | 18 8 eee 
* Fb We are hearing a new strain, A long for- 
gotten, sweet and charming melody is coming to our ears. One moment the 
song is filling our heart with joy, the néxt moment we are doubting whether 
such a thing is possible in the case of such unfortunate people as we are. 
None but the Sovereign can establish a religion and rule a society, Led by a 
sinister policy, our English rulers were so long unfriendly to our religion and 
society. But to-day the wind has changed its direction and is bringing sweet 
and soothing notes from their mouths. The advice given by Lord Curzon in 
Bikanir has filled us with hope for the future. It is the first instance of a 
Viceroy advising the Hindu Prince to be a true and orthodox Hindu, to 
follow the customs and principles of his forefathers, and to. rule and maintain 
his society. . | | 
If all the Hindu Princes, the Chiefs of Jaypur, J odhpur, Patiala, Dhole- 
ur, Bikanir, Udaipur, Indore, Bhawalpur and other Native States, dressed in 
ats, coats, boots, und pantaloons and holding cigarettes in their mouths, 
transform themselves into English monkeys, then all hope for Hindu society 
will be lost. It is the English officials who made English monkeys of them. 
But those who treat with men and are wont to honour the qualities which 
make the true man cannot be long satisfied with playing with monkeys; and 
the English could not surely do it, Lord Curzon has, therefore, himself removed 
the infection that had spread. He has advised Bikanir to be Hindu, and has 
expressed joy at seeing the Hinduism of Jaypur. 1 1 . 


It is not Lord Curzon alone who is singing this song. In his last budget 
speech in the House of Commons, Lord George Hamilton also gave expression | 
to the same idea. His Lordship said :— pit 


The result of my experience is that I believe that henceforth the most of 
the difficulties that will cross the path of the Indian Government will not be 
those which are inherent, not those which are connected with the system of 
government, but those which we have by our own action created. We have 
been too prone in the past to assume that any idea which dominates our fiscal 
or industria] system and which produces good results here is a Heaven-born 
inspiration which, if transplanted anywhere, no matter under what conditions, 
would produce the same fruits as in these islands. The Government have had . 
more than once to retrace their steps, and, by legislation or otherwise, check 
or counter-check their consequences which the light of after information had 
shown ought not to be adopted. ‘Therefore I would say to all who take an 
interest in India, whose numbers, I believe, are steadily- increasing in this House, 
let us ever keep this experience before us, and remember that it is incumbent 
upon us to see that our administration in India is based upon progress, reforms 
and improvement, and that it is necessary for us to be fully cognisant of the 
traditions, instincts, and usages of those for whom these reforms and these 
improvements are intended.” 
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39. The same paper thanks Lord Curzon for his recent speech in Jaypur RaraLA rA. 
. 3 : in * he said, with befitting 8 that 
weng ound e pur speech— he did not wish to do away with the ancient 
W Hindu rites and customs. It ie a benefit to the 
Government to preserve the States which maintain them, because on their . 
maintenance rests the welfare of the Hindu nation, of the Hindu society, 
and of every true Hindu. 2 5 


40. The Bharat Mitra ee of the 6th December says that Lord BAL Min.. 
oe urzon is wrong in describing the inactive and .. ein, 1902 

„Cause of the prevalence of luxu- voluptuous life led by Native Rajas and Raiyses as 
Princes # ng the Native one which is inherited by them from their fore- \ 
\ fathers, who used to spend their life in luxurious 
ease. In fact, the native noblesse have formed these habits during the period 
of English rule in India. Ninety-nine per cent, of the vices to which the Native 
Princes are addicted is ascribable to the policy adopted by the Political 

Residents in Native States. ie 


W 


Dacoa Gast, 
Des. Sth, 1908. 


Hrra van, 
Dec. Sth, 1902. 


RaNngaLaYa, 
- PDec.. 6th, 1902. 
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41. The Dacca Gasette [ Dacoa] of the 8th December says that Lord 
f n's decision of the Tippera succession ques- 
The Tippera succession ques- tion will please every right-minded man. Without 


2 entering into the merits of the respective claims 
of the two claimants, the writer feels bound to say that the decision has 
consulted the well-being and true interests of the State. A different decision 
would have involved the family in internal quarrels and the State in ruin. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


42. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th December writes as follows :— 
elhi is an old city. It has witnessed many 
7 grand doings and also the termination of man 

rules. Delhi still exists, but where are the Kuru-Pandavas? Moghals * 
Pathans, too, have lost their former glory in the dark abyss of the past, 
The Darbar-i-Am of Delhi is now being furnished as the place where the 
English rulers will hold their raysuya. The throne of Babar and Humayun, 
Akbar and Jehangir will now be graced by the handsome person of 
Curzon! Lord Curzon of Kedleston will sit on that throne as the representa- 
tive of our Emperor. But we cannot give expression to our heartfelt joy at 
all this so long as we are not told in what way His Excellency will gratify his 
subjects, who in the time of the Moghal Emperors used to benefit by the gene- 
rosity of their rulers. The ceremony of Coronation is not a fun or tamasha. 
It is the occasion when the holy relation between the King and his subjects is 
ratified. The fun or tamasha attending the 2 is only an acvompani- 
ment. The rejoicings aftending a coronation are held for the spiritual benefit 
of the King and his subjects, but the key-note of the principal ceremony is the 
loyalt of the subject and the affection of the King for those over whom he 
is called upon to rule. The ensuing celebration at Delhi will be a lifeless 
ceremony and an external show which will fail to please anybody, if on the 
occasion the Emperor's representative concedes no special favour to the subject 
people in order to strengthen their loyalty. 3 

There is no doubt that the Emperor Edward VII will please his subjects 
with sweet words „g through the mouth of his Viceroy. But will onl 
words unaccompanied by some token of substantial favour make the people 


| ro their miseries? Will mere words of consolation satisfy their hunger 
on | 


make them forget their sufferings from the plague ? 

The Darbar will be merely an exhibition bigger than an ordinary exhibi- 
tion and nothing else, if the Art Exhibition which is to be held in connection 
therewith ends only in the exhibition of a few model works of art, Those who 

are invited to the meld will have to waste a good deal of money and will 
experience feelings of joy or disappointment according to the degree of official 
favour received, but they will fail to realise if the Darbar has in any way 
benefited the country. Ps es 
In conclusion, we must repeat that, no matter how large the number .of 
the guests invited and how very great the rejoicings, the Darbar will be. an 
— J and lifeless ceremony if it secures to the subject people no favour or 
privilege. 
43, In continuation from its last issue (see Report on Native Papers of 
An address to Lord Curzon, the 6th December, 1902, paragraph 39), the Ran- 
galaya [Calcutta] of the 6th December publishes 

tho following in English :— b 


My Lonp, ) 


Your Police Commission has for some time been visiting various places 
and collecting information from competent men relating to the administration 
of the Police Department. \ 

A vast mass of evidence, together with the Commission’s Report dis- 
cussing and deliberating upon it, will shortly be placed before your Lordship, 


in order to help you in deciding upon improvements and ref . 
My Lord, India is essentiall P and reforms ö 


y & country of villages and village com- 
or illiterate agriculturists. It is true that 
on and owing to the extension of railways, 
ortance of small towns; but the main feature 


munities, mainly composed of po 
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some places have risen to the imp 
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is still preserved and will be maintained for all time to come, inasmuch as 
agriculture is the chief livelihood of the vast masses of the Indian population. 
Now, among these village communities the Policoman—popularly known 
as the chaukidar—is the embodiment of the King; ond their views an opinions 
as tothe character of the Government are mainly derived from the manner 
in which the Policeman conducts himself in their midst. They know and 
hear of hakims holding their courts in far-off towns, and administering justice; 


but they have their every-day knowledge of and contact with ‘the Police- 
man. : 


So, my Lord, as the tree is tested and known by its fruits, so by the 
vast body of the Indian population, you are known and judged by the Village 
Policeman. Are you satisfied that he is all that he ought to be in order 
to maintain the fair name and fame of the King? The first duty of your 
Police Commission is, therefore, to enlighten you on the point—to point out 
how the village policeman fails to discharge his high and sacred trust—to 
advise you how to best mend matters. 


So far, my Lord, as the villager and the village policeman are concerned. 
The educated portion of my countrymen complain-—and this complaint is 
founded on facts—that India presents the strange and curious spectacle of 
the Police exercising both executive and judicial functions. That this union 
of the two functions in one and the same officer is a blot on the administration 
of criminal justice, and has, from time to time, brought disgrace and humilia- 
tion on the administration, may have already occurred to your Lordship; 
and what is more, the desirability of the separation of the functions has been 
urged upon your Lordship’s attention by men of high authority and wide 
—" and the subject is still under your Lordship’s anxious consi- 

eration. 


My Lord, if [ am not seriously mistaken, the opinions of the various 
Local G. endende and Administrations on the subject have already reached 
vou; and pardon me, my Lord, for poping into official secrets, if it be so, 
when I say that as a matter of fact one of your Lieutenants—our own late 
Lieutenant-Governor Sir John Woodburnu— went the length of advising you 
to maintain the District Magistrate as the head of the Distriet Police jor dhe 
very safety of the Empire. I cannot say whether or not this view is shared 

our other Lieutenants; but the point will have to be considered by your 
ordship in all seriousness. Let me wait and see what evidence the Police 
Commission place before you on this point and what recommendation their 
report contains. All that I venture to observe in this connection is that it 
is not proper to import high political considerations into pure municipal 
matters. 

My Lord, the general complaint is that the Indian Police is corrupt and 
oppressive—it is tire veritable watch dog” of the Government. It will be 
interesting to know what the Police Commission will say in regard to it. Of 
late, however, there has been a distinctly less security of life and property, 
especially in Bengal; and it is complained that the Police is also inefficient and 
effete — unable to cope with crime and detect offenders. 

My Lord, such was not the state of the country before, m the days of 
Moslem rule and even early British rule. Since then important changes have 
been brought about in the carrying out of the police work. The police 


and — powers of the local zemindars and magnates have been anni- 
hilated. 


My Lord, would it be really a waste of time and energy to enter upon 
a comparison of the conditions then and now? If not, I would humbly 
ask your Lordship to undertake it for purpose of Police reform which you 
have so much at heart. 


44. The Chinsura Vartavaha — of the 7th December is glad to 
learn that a movement has been set on foot to 

prepetuate the memory of the late Sir John Wood - 
urn, and that some money has already been 
collected for the purpose. It is to be hoped that everybody will pay his quota to 


the fund and endeavour to perpetuate Sir John's memory in Bengal. 
) : 


The proposed ‘Woodburn Men- 
orial. 


CHINSURA 
VaRTavaHa, 


Dec: 7th, 1902. 
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UTKALDIPIEA, 
Nov. 29th, 1902. 


Unia AND 
NaVasaMVAD, 


Nov. 26th, 1902. 


ORIYA AND 
NAVASAMVAD, 


N Ov. 26th, 1902, 


URIYA AND 
NavASAMVAD, 


Nov. 19th, 1902, 


URIYA AND 
NAVASAMVAD. 


URIYA AND 
NAVASAMVAD. 


UTKALDIPIEA, 
Nov. 22nd, 1902. 
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Uriya Pans. 


45. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 29th 
Fever in the Cuttack and Puri November states that fever prevails in the Cuttack 
ee and Puri districts. 

46. The Puri correspondent of the same paper states that out of 

73 persons, attacked by mad jackals in the Pipli 

Mad jackals in the Puri and thang of that district, 12 died of the bite. The 

. Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore] of the 26th 

November states that out of 15 or 16 persons attacked by mad jackals in 

Balasore, 4 or 5 are said to have died of the bite. Both the papers urge that 
immediate steps should be taken to extirpate the race of jackals. 


47. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 26th November draws 

the attention of the local authorities to the 

pend condition of the tanks inthe wretched condition of the tanks in that district 

a and proposes to have some of them repaired in the 

interest of the rural people, for whom they are the only source of water- 
supply. 

48. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 19th November states 

7 that the number of thefts in Balasore town is 

so Inerease of theft in the Balasore on the increase and draws the attention of the 

7 Inspector of Police to the fact. 


49. The same paper estimates the loss of crop in the Balasore district 
N due to drought at a little less than four annas, and 
Be rospects of the cropsifin the hopes that Balasore will not suffer much, as it 
has a vigilant and kind-hearted Magistrate like 
Mr. Egerton at its head. 


50. The Khorda correspondent of the same paper states that water- 
3 supply from the existing tanks has become v 
Water [scarcity and crop Pros. insufficient in that sub-division and the sad condi- 
pects in the Khorda subdivision 2 : 
of the Puri district: tion of its corn-fields has become a great source 
of uneasiness to the poor agriculturists of that 
place, whose distress has been heightened by the unwelcome appearance 


of cattle-pox. 


51. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 22nd November, with all earnest- 


ness and humility, invites the attention of the 
The police got the 8 Divisional Commissioner and of Government to the 
künqu festirels. unjustifiable proceedings of the local authorities 
in connection with the last Kartick Puja and 
Balijaira festivities of the Hindus in the Cuttack town. The Kartick Puja took 
place on Sunday, the 16th November, and the Police prohibited music from 
evening up to 8 P.M., on the alleged ground that it would disturb the 
erformance of divine service in the Christian churches. The matter was 
aid before the District Magistrate, who refused to interfere with the orders 
of the Police. The writer enquires whether it is a good policy to interfere 
with the religious performances of one community for the supposed con- 
venience of another. The same paper states that the cantonment authorities 
taxed the shop-keepers as also the owners or drivers of carriages and carts 
in the Baljatra fair, held in honour of the god Godgadeswar, and observes 
that this created great annoyance, as the tax was not justifiable under the 
existing law. 


52. Referring to an order of the Cuttack Municipality, directing con- 

ome fectioners not to expose their sweetmeats in the open 

1 1 of the Cuttack Muni- air but to keep them in glass almirahs and earthen 
pots free from the touch of flies or street-dust, 

the same paper points out that there has been no necessity for such an order 
in the winter season when there is very little fear from flies or dust, and that 
the confectioners are themselves careful enough to protect their articles for 
the comfort of their customers. The writer requests the Municipality to keep 
the streets neat and clean and to water them regularly and thereby help 


J ey. 
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the shop-keepers, who are too poor to buy. gl ass almirahs 1 “a ann 
of an exacting municipality. 1 


53. The Difaldipita [Cuttack] of the 29th November has an apprecia- 
tive notice of the career of Sir John Woodburn 

in India, and lays much stress on the sympathetic 

plague policy of His Honour. 

54. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 26th November has a 


similar notice. They all sincerely mourn his loss 
and appear in black. 


55. The same papers give a more or less lengthy account of the Puri 
The Puri Raja's case. Raja’s case, but do not offer any opinion of their 
| own on its merits, ) : 
56. The Utkaldipika (Cuttack ] of the 29th November draws the attention 
of the Cuttack District Board to the condition of the 
bridge and embankment at Bodhpur, which are 
said to be in a dilapidated state and have thus 
become the cause of much inconvenience and resulting distress to the rural 
public of that locality. 


57. The same paper draws the attention of the Irrigation authorities 
to the wretched condition of the ferry-boat at 
a the Cuttack Narpur on the Taldanda Canal in the Cuttack 
, district and to the absence of any such boat at 
Thorispara on the same canal, though a large number of men and women cross 
the canal at the latter place every day. The writer regrets that a large 
number of men and women must risk their lives every day simply because the 
canal authorities choose to discharge their duties in a perfunctory manner. 


58. The same paper is jubilant. over the fact thut Bombay cotton yarn 

Bombay varn in foreign markets, bas found its way into the markets of Egypt, 

ee ee France, and Manchester, and hopes that the Indian 
industry will ultimately recover its lost position in the world’s market. 


59. The same paper pities the condition of those Rajas and Maharajas 
who have not money enough in their treasury to 
meet the charges of a temporary call to the Delhi 
Darbar, and who are thus constrained to borrow 
money to keep up appearances. The writer hopes that these Indian potentates 
will learn to practise economy in future and husband their resources not only 
in their own interests but in those of the subjects over whom they are placed. 


60. The same paper is glad to learn that the Puri Municipality is up 


The late Sir John Woodburn 
mourned. | 


The Puri Raja's case. 


A bad bridge and embankment 
in the Cuttack district. 


Impeouniosity of some BRajas and 
Mahara jas. 


Coronation celebration in Puri. 


in a becoming manner. 


61. The same paper gives a short account of the proceedings of the 
Cuttack Darbar Commmittee last week, and is of 
opinion that the promised contributions have come 


Coronation celebration in Cut- 
tack. : 


up to Rs. 5,650. 
The same paper states that the gift of a clock to the golden temple 
of the Sikhs at Amritsar by His Excellency the 
Viceroy is highly appraciated by the entire Hindu 
community in India. 


62. 


The Viceroy's gift to the Amrit- 
sar, golden temple. 


Assam PAPERS. 


63. The Silchar [Silchar] of the 1st December says that nearly three 
fourths of the work of road repairing in Assam 
are given out by the Local Boards to ee Sg 
thikadars, who are no other than European employés in the tea-gar ens. 
Native overseers and sub-overseers never venture to measure or examine the 
works executed by such ¢htkadars and pass their bills immediately after 


Road repair in Assam. 


and. doing to celebrate the Coronation in a right 
royal fashion, and that steps have been taken to 
erect a temporary pavilion before the Lion Gate of the God Jagannath, where 
the local nobility and gentry will muster to show their loyalty to His Majesty 
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presentation. This practice of the native overseers and sub-overseers has been 
recently affirmed by a circular, in which the authorities openly direct that 
the roads repaired by European thtkadars need not be measured and the 
bills for such repairs should be passed on rough calculation. What an 
arrangement ! 
Again, in Assam only such roads are repaired as are used by Europeans. 
Roads used only by natives, though in the most wretched condition, never 
receive attention. The road from Goma to Kalain, for instance, which 
is never used by Europeans, is never repaired, although money is granted for 


its repair. 
BenGaL! TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
The 13th December, 1902. Bengali Translator. 
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